
 
 

 
 

Tribute to Chris Bowler 
 
 
 

Chris Bowler was one of the founder members of Monstrous Regiment, 

and along with Gillian Hanna and Mary McCusker, remained with the 

company until her death in 2014. 

 

‘The enduring relationship of these three women was what kept the company 

going through difficult financial times and provided a pattern of continuity to the 

group's artistic programme, administration, and public profile.’  

Elaine Aston, Feminist Theatre Voices 1997 

 

At Chris's funeral in June 2014, Mary delivered a tribute to her, extracts 

from which are reproduced overleaf. 
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CHRIS BOWLER 

 

	
	

1946-2014 
	
	

When I first met Chris Bowler we both had the energy to do a show, take the set 

down, pack the van, find some good music to dance to, but still get on the road 

for the next venue by 9.30 the following morning. 

 

Chris was a person who got things done. 

 

Chris was one of the founder members of The Monstrous Regiment Theatre 

Company. That short statement doesn't really cover the incredible amount of 

work she did to help get the company on its feet just 8 months after our first 

meeting, in August 1975.  

  

Chris put all her skills and energy into the crucial first years of the company. She 

was creative, intelligent and incredibly practical. It was always Chris who found 

our premises. In those early no-income months she managed to acquire a house 

Christine Bowler 
1946 - 2014

We would like to invite you to Chris Bowler’s funeral

2pm on Thursday 12th June 2014

at Epping Forest Burial Park, 
Kiln Road, North Weald,

Epping, Essex
CM16 6AD

Please bring with you a single flower. If possible bring a small memory of Chris; written, 
recorded, or an image which you can leave with us. Dress can be informal. If it’s wet the ground 
might be muddy so bring outdoor shoes. 

We would be very grateful if you would let us know whether or not you can attend.
John - jjjslade@gmail.com (07999 717 312) or Rosa - rosamlbslade@gmail.com

Directions for driving to the Burial Park are below. If you wish to use public transport, we are 
advised that the easiest way is to take the Central line to Epping and then a 10 minute taxi ride 
which should cost about £7.

We very much hope to see you there.

Best regards,    

John & Rosa

DIRECTIONS
Epping Forest Bu rial Park is easily accessible; the park is located ju st
ou tside North Weald Bassett, close to the M1 1 .
Approaching the park from the M11:exit at Ju nction 7  and take the
A4 1 4  (Canes Lane), following the signs to North Weald Bassett. At the
ju nction with the B1 8 1  (High Road) tu rn right and continu e to North
Weald Bassett where you  will find Kiln Road second on you r left after the
King’s Head pu blic hou se. The entrance to the Bu rial Park is past the
railway bridge on the right-hand side of the road.
Approaching the park from the Chelmsford area:take the A4 1 4
signposted to Harlow. Continu e on throu gh Ongar u ntil you  reach the
Talbot rou ndabou t, with the B1 8 1  signposted to North Weald. Tu rn left
onto the B1 8 1  and continu e throu gh the village. After passing the King’s
Head pu blic hou se on you r left, cross the mini rou ndabou t and Kiln
Road is the next tu rning on the left. The entrance to the Bu rial Park is
past the railway bridge on the right-hand side of the road.
Approaching the park from Epping:at the north end of the town, tu rn
right at St. Margaret’s traffic lights onto the B1 8 1  (signposted to North
Weald). Continu e to North Weald, passing the golf cou rse on you r right.
As you  approach the mini rou ndabou t, take the right hand tu rn ju st
beforehand into Kiln Road. The entrance to the Bu rial Park is past the
railway bridge on the right-hand side of the road.
For more details on the park please visit
www.eppingwoodlandbu rials.co.u k

RETURNING TO VISIT
As well as the day of the service you  can retu rn
to u s again and again to enjoy the peace and
tranqu illity of the woodland finding a place for
reflection and enjoyment. We are open and
staffed 3 6 5  days a year.

Please also remember that we work hard to
maintain the beau ty of the woodland for all to
enjoy. So please remember when you  do make a
retu rn visit that:

• Cu t flowers can be left lying on the grave
withou t any wrapping or ribbon

• To preserve the appearance of the woodland
it is not possible to leave cu ddly toys,
photographs or balloons at the graveside, nor
to mark ou t the grave

• You  are welcome to bring wreaths at
Christmas time which we will remove when
they start to deteriorate to keep the grave
looking well cared for or at the latest by the
6 th Janu ary.

Kiln Road, North Weald
Epping, Essex CM16  6 AD

t: 0 1 9 9 2  5 2 3 8 6 3
f: 0 1 9 9 2  5 2 5 4 0 1
e: info@eppingwoodlandbu rials.co.u k
w: www.eppingwoodlandbu rials.co.u k
www.facebook.com/eppingwoodlandbu rials

Thank you for
helping us keep
the woodland a
place for
enjoyment for all.

MONDAY – FRIDAY *8.30 am – 5.00 pm*

THURSDAY (APRIL – SEPT ONLY) *8.30 am – 8.00 pm*

SATURDAY & SUNDAY 9.00 am – 4.00 pm

CHRISTMAS EVE & NEW YEAR’S EVE 8.30 am – 3.00 pm

CHRISTMAS DAY & BOXING DAY 9.00 am – 12 noon

NEW YEAR’S DAY & BANK HOLIDAYS 10.00 am – 3.00 pm

*or du sk if sooner
The park entrance will close 1 5  minu tes before the stated closing time.

Ep p in g Fo rest Bu rial Park
Kiln  Ro ad, No rth Weald

Ep p in g, Essex
CM1 6  6 AD

WHAT TO
EXPECT AT AN
EPPING FOREST
WOODLAND
BURIAL

Epping Forest Burial Park is easily accessible; the park is located just outside North Weald Bassett, close to the M11.
Approaching the park from the M11: exit at Junction 7 and take the A414 (Canes Lane), following the signs to North Weald 
Bassett. At the junction with the B181 (High Road) turn right and continue to North Weald Bassett where you will find Kiln Road 
second on your left after the King’s Head public house. The entrance to the Burial Park is past the railway bridge on the right-hand 
side of the road.

Approaching the park from Epping: at the north end of the town, turn right at St. Margaret’s traffic lights onto the B181 (signposted 
to North Weald). Continue to North Weald, passing the golf course on your right. As you approach the mini roundabout, take the 
right hand turn just beforehand into Kiln Road. The entrance to the Burial Park is past the railway bridge on the right-hand side of 
the road.

For more details on the park please visit www.eppingwoodlandburials.co.uk 
t: 01992 523863
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(for free) in Camden Square, an important base for the new company. Later 

when we had annual funding she negotiated a cheap lease on a fantastic 

warehouse in Elder Street, big enough to store the sets and provide a rehearsal 

space.  

 

And for our first play, Scum, she found the carpenters' aprons and protective 

gloves that enabled us to put the set up with professional ease and no splinters. 

 

Of course our prime focus was the plays, the new work. Chris had no fear when 

it came to voicing an opinion on the first draft of a new play (and she brought 

that fearlessness on stage with her). She was articulate, constructive and honest. 

And she had the enviable ability to maintain an intelligent argument whilst 

crying. 

 

Chris is stitched firmly into the history of the company: actor, writer, director, 

board member and Friend. 

She was in twelve of the plays, and made valuable contributions to many more. 

She conceived, wrote and directed another two: Enslaved by Dreams, an 

imaginative visual feast based on the life of Florence Nightingale, and Points of 

Convergence, a bold physical piece.   

She worked hard for the company. Even in her last year, despite other 

commitments and ill health, she helped get our web page up on the Unfinished 

Histories site. We met before Christmas 2013: me, Gillie Hanna and Chris, the 

three who had taken on the main tasks needed to set up the company back in 

1975. There we were in a bar, after an event, all of us drinking water for health 

reasons. Still feminists, still with energy… still friends. Did I mention she was 

incredibly loyal and also a lot of fun?  
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In our book about the company Chris wrote: 

What do I remember? How do I want to be remembered?  Scum: chalking “Vive 

La Commune" on an upturned table as I listened to Helen Glavin playing her 

most beautiful song of all, “Cherry Time". Dreaming of love and the Spring while 

facing death. And there we were with our dreams still intact. 

I can remember her doing that, with great beauty and wonderful focus. And 

I think that quote captures the spirit of Chris. Mindful of the past, not dwelling 

on her own achievements - and her achievements were considerable - and 

looking forward. She turned many dreams into reality, her own and others', and 

left an enduring legacy… and many friends. Thank you Chris. 

 

Mary McCusker June 2014 

 

 

    

 

 

 


